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Demystifying the Job Search: The Candidate's Perspective

"Demystifying the Job Search" was a half-day workshop presented at the 1997
CCCC in Phoenix, Arizona. The workshop analyzed the job search in English (with
emphasis on rhetoric/composition studies) from the different perspectives provided by an
administrator, a perennial search committee member, and a candidate. We tried to
"demystify" the procedures and internal machinery of a job search in English at a small
state-supported liberal arts college by presenting information about how searches are
initiated and conducted and how candidates might best present themselves while engaged
in a job search. Although some of the following material may be addressed by English
departments with placement and/or job market preparation programs, some of the
information might be useful for candidates who either do not have access to such support
services or who would like to know more about the internal workings of a job search at a
small teaching-oriented institution. "The Candidate's Perspective" traces (through sample
advertisements, application materials, and correspondence) selective portions of one
candidate's job search.
In the packet which is attached (pages are numbered by hand at bottom center for
reference in the commentary which follows), readers will find several artifacts from the
search in question. I arranged these items in sequential order for clarity, beginning, for

example, with advertisements (dated; 1994) followed by copies of cover letters written in
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response to those job announcements; second, I included a few samples of
acknowledgment letters, which would come after the department had received the
application; and third, because rejection is an inevitable part of the process--and
frequently the end of the exchange between candidate and department--several samples of
rejection letters are enclosed. Some miscellaneous documents which do not fit logically
into a job search chronology include a sample schedule for an on-campus interview, a
handwritten flow chart used to keep track of application materials, and a page of

handwritten notes used to prepare for an MLA interview.

Reflective Commentary on Packet Materials
Successful Letters

Samples A (packet, page 1), B (page 2), and C (page 3) are samples of letters
which were "successful" (the application was not rejected immediately). There are some
common threads in each job announcement: all are seeking someone at entry-level,
assistant professor rank; all emphasize teaching and/or teaching experience; and all three
identify teaching of composition as part of the course assignment. Because my strengths
lay in those areas, I chose to respond to these ads and to build on my public secondary
school teaching experience, my part-time college experience, and my graduate
preparation in rhetoric and composition in the cover letters. I also tried to limit my cover
letter to one page and I did not discuss my dissertation in the cover letter because I felt
that these institutions might be more teaching-oriented than research-oriented.
(Iincluded a dissertation abstract as part of the application, if the committee chose
to read it.)

I'm not sure why the letters were successful in these cases, though I'm reasonably
certain it had more to do with the institution and the position announcement/departmental

needs than with the quality of the cover letter (I sent similar letters in response to similar
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ads which were immediately rejected by other institutions). I also tried to address each
ad's specific concerns and to explain why I had an interest in each particular institution:
CAI and creative writing in one case (sample B), portfolio assessment in another (sample
A). Because all three institutions stressed teaching as a large part of the job description, I
also included very short samples of evaluations or course work to document my strengths
as a teacher. This may not be a good idea, however, and I would urge caution: I don't
think the search committee wants to wade through pages and pages of unsolicited
teaching evaluations or course material.

Unsuccessful Letters

Samples D (page 4), E (pp. 5-6), and F represent samples of unsuccessful letters
(rejections came in response to these letters almost immediately). It's worthwhile to
examine these samples more closely. Although the letter I sent in sample D was similar
to the letter I sent to institution C, the job announcement differs in several significant
ways: first, the faculty rank calls for applications at the level of either associate or
assistant professor; second, it calls for a degree in English education (rather than
English); and third, the desired qualifications include "experience in supervision" and
"evidence of assuming [a] leadership role in secondary education in humanities." Had I
read more carefully, [ would not have responded to this ad, since I did not have
supervisory experience and could offer no plausible "evidence" of the ability to assume a
"leadership role" in secondary education. In addition, given this institution's desire for
"evidence of scholarship," a single essay in the field would not go very far in establishing
my credibility as a scholar.

In sample E, the problems are much the same: the job description calls for an
applicant at the rank of assistant or associate who could supervise the writing center and
help "redesign" the freshman writing program. In my letter in response to this
advertisement, however, [ make three specific errors: | lead with my teaching experience

rather than with information about my expertise in composition (which could come close



to meeting the criteria); I do not mention the requirement for directing the writing center,
nor do I give any attention to the task of redesigning freshman writing programs, both of
which are listed as part of the job description; and I also engage in some unnecessary fluff
and goofiness in the final paragraph of the letter, gushing over a book I had taught in high
school which just happened to be set in Montana. At the time, I thought this reference
was clever; now I think it's embarrassing.

I make the same error of sentimental gushing--this time about my home town--in
sample F. Though the job description seems to be a near-perfect match for my
preparation and qualifications, and though I lead with teaching, English education, and
composition experience, as I think is called for here, I lapse into a wistful treatise about
"going home" to Durango in the last paragraph. I think this is an error in a cover letter
because, once again in hindsight, it seems to me to cross the boundaries of
professionalism, if not common sense. It may not be this aspect of the letter which kept
my application from going forward, but, given the chance again, I would delete the last
paragraph.

Correspondence Samples

I included several samples of different kinds of correspondence applicants might
be expected to receive, including representative samples of an acknowledgment letter (pp.
9-10) and a letter which follows up the standard acknowledgment to inform candidates of
the pace and status of an on-going search (page 11). As a candidate, I particularly
appreciated the follow-up letter because, while search committees may be well aware of
the current status of their own search, candidates are often ignorant of the many factors
which influence the progress and the pace of the search. I consider additional
information considerate, as it helps to alleviate a candidate's impatience and anxiety.

Samples of rejection letters are also included in this section (pp. 12-13).



Miscellaneous Samples

Page 8 is a copy of one of the pages of a handwritten flow chart I made to keep
track of the applications I sent out; it helped me to organize the application materials,
review deadlines and job descriptions, and see at a glance the status of any given
application.

On-campus interviews are often very hectic days for both candidates and search
committees, as the sample on page 14 reflects.

The last page in the packet is a set of notes I used to study for one of my MLA
interviews; I include it only to suggest that once an interview is scheduled, a candidate
must be ready to answer interview questions with efficiency and purpose. If a candidate
has several interviews scheduled at one time (at a convention, for example), it's helpful to
study for each interview, since positions an applicant is interviewing for may call for
different areas of expertise. Other candidates may not have to do this, but I had to remind
myself of the specifics of a subject area so that I could feel confident about the responses

I made during an interview.



Lyndon State College (pending funding) secks tenure-track assistant professors for the following two

* positions:
a0 s K n to direct its fnshn‘mn composition and expository writing

FOEPS 8 Inate a comp quipped Writing Lab. Specialist in the teachi
/zﬂung. knowledge of and experience in such programs as Writing Process, CAI, and uat:?fio::z

iting/composition teaching strategies Familiarity with “Writin i
mposition ral X g Across the Curriculum™ programs
:hgldui Dautics: (e ,u.ﬁ p at basic, intermediate, and advanced lcvelsl.fﬂ;oordinaung
depart position ; coordinati iti i
it i e o e ing a Writing Lab/Tutorial Center. Eamed Doctorate
2) English Education, specializing in English Second i ies i
Eduy , n Engl y E 0. Duties include teaching methods
:dlasscs in literature and composition, .advising and directing the English Dcparlmcnl'gs ﬂt::acher~
Enucl?;:m ardogmm._ acting as liaison with area schools to place and supervise student teachers of
teaghin' meu:achmg other courses in coordination with the English Department. Experience in
ing at the college level and in working with student teachers desirable, as is knowledge of and/or
experience in teachlpg composition (all methods) and portfolio assessment procedures. Qualifications;
Earned Doctorate with a minimum of three years middle/secondary-school teaching experience. )
Send letter, c.v., and dossier to Faculty Search Commiuee—En lish ademi
Affairs, Lyndon State College, Lyndoaville, VT 05851 . clo Rex Myem. Dean of Academic
Lymsuaummuhm“mrmmwwmwmmmmm

28 November 1994

. Dear Dean . .

Please accept my application for the tenure-track position in English Education and/or
comyosition and iketoric (I'm interested in both positions) advertised in the December
MLA Job Inforination List. I'm enclosing a current vita, sample syllabus for an advanced
composition course, and a copy of a recent teaching evaluation. I have also requested
that the Placement Center send you a copy of my dossier with transcripts and letters of
recommendation.

My teaching experience includes twelve years in public secondary schools as well as
seven years' experience at the college and university level. I have taught freshman
composition, basic writing (CAI), scientific and technical writing, advanced composition,
introduction to literature, and Western world literature at the undergraduate level and
have secondary interests and expertise in sociolinguistics and (through teaching
experience) English education and adolescent literature. My philosophy of teaching and
learning is influenced a good deal by my work as a student at the Bread Loaf School of
English; its primary focus is a positive commitment to the development of student
autonomy through collaborative practice and shared classroom authority.

Though teaching well is my first priority, my research and publication interests focus on
composition theory and pedagogy; I have presented/published work on social
constructionism and expressionism, portfolio assessment, and the development of
academic register. Forthcoming presentations and articles, spawned by both dissertation
research and personal interest, include a 1995 CCCC forum on hyperfluency and student
acquisition of academic discourse and an essay related to teacher preparation in the
NCTE-CEL publication Great Beginnings: Designs for Beginning Teachers. 1 have also
submitted my dissertation manuscript to the 1995 Outstanding Dissertation Award
competition (CCCCQC).

I'm interested in Lyndon State College because the job description emphasizes teaching,
which I feel is the strongest aspect of my candidacy. I also traveled around Vermont
when I was at Bread Loaf, and though I didn't get as far north as Lyndonville, I would be
enthusiastic about rural Vermont. Ispent my graduate career in south central Texas and

would like to live and work in a place where, in contrast to Texas, there are four seasons,
few(er) fleas, and no fire ants. '

Thank you for your consideration of my file; I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Maureen Neal BEST C@PY AVA“_ABLE
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HAWAII

U of Hawaii at Hilo 200 ¥ Kawili st
English Hilo HI 96720

E 5626
COMPOSITION AND RHETORIC: Assist. prof nine-month appoi tenure track, to
teach in an undergrad: writing prog (9 hrs/sem} MIN.QUAL.: Doctorate in Composition,
Rhetoric or ciosely related field; 3 yrs. college-lavol g experi d
in hing; familiarity w/national trends In comip. end rhet., esp. basic and technical writing
and/or a Writing Ctr. DESIRABLE QUAL.: Experience w/ a multicultural curriculum, creative

writing. or CAL. Send letter of epplication w/ vita and 3 letters of recommendation by Nov. 15
to - Chair.

Dear Professor . -« ¢

Please accept my application fer the assistant professor, tenure-track position in
composition and rketoric advertised in the October MLA Job Informaiion List. I'm
enclosing a cwrent vita, a syllabus for a basic writing cowse (CAI) I am cwrently

3 teaching. and a copy of my most recent student evaluations. Ihave also asked the
Placement Center to send you my dossier with transcripts and letters of recommendation.

My teaching experience includes twelve vears in public secondary schools as well as
seven years' experience at the college and university level. I have taught freshman
composition, basic writing (CAI), scientific and technical writing, advanced composition,
introduction to literature, and Western world literature at the undergraduate level. I have
secondary interests and expertise in sociolinguistics and English education. My
philosophy of teaching and learning is influenced-a good deal by my work as a student .at
the Bread Loaf School of Englishy; its focus is a positive commitment to the development
of student autonomy through collaborative practice and shared classroom authority.

This semester is the first time I have taught CAI composition, but I am enthusiastic about
the benefits of such a program: we are using the Daedalus system software programs with
great success. I am also interested in your mention of creative writing as one of the
“desirable" qualities for candidates. I wrote a collection of short stories for my master's
thesis and have taught creative writing for local continuing education programs.

Research and pubiication interests focus on composition theory and pedagogy; I have
presented/published work on social constructionism and expressionism. portfolio
assessment, and the development of academic register. Forthcoming presentations and
articles, spawned by both dissertation research and personal interest, include a 1995
CCCC forum on hyperfluency and student acquisition of academic discourse and an
essay related to teacher preparation in the NCTE-CEL publication Great Beginnings:
Designs for Beginning Teachers. 1 have also submitted my dissertation manuscript to the
1995 Outstanding Dissertation Award competition (CCCC).

Thank you for your consideration of my file; I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely.

Maureen Neal

L - ®
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Murray SU .
English Murray KY 42071

E . 4966
1. African American Literature/Assistant Professor, tenure-
track. Starting Date: August 1, 1995. Qualifications: Ph.D. or
significant work toward it in African American Literature;
teaching experience and publications desirable.
Responsibilities: Teaching African American Literature and -
Composition.

2. English Education/Assistant Professor, tenure-track.
Starting Date: August 1, 1995. Qualifications: Ph.D. in English
Education; teaching experience and publications desirable;

T 2 AT 1 willingness to act as department liaison with area schools
Cha’“’ S('aICh Conln-]lttee egssential. Responsibilities: Normal teaching load is 12 hours
Depa[‘hnent Of Eng]lsh or equivalent of English Education and Composition courses.

4 rer ’
I\/Iurra.‘/ State Unl‘ er Slt) Murray State University is an equal education and employment
Murray KX’ 42071 opportunity, M/F/D, AA employer.
Lt . . . W e e ea ae B o St
1Send-letter!of application, graduate ’transcripts
, “evaluations:ifsavailable,”vitd;“and placement:file
' ;Search Committeed ™ Department"cf7EhglishjoMurrays
“University, Murray,-KY- 42071°by December. 1st ../

1 November 1994

‘ Search Committee:

Please accept my application for the assistant professor, tenure-track position in English
education advertised in the Qctober MLA Job Informatior List. I'm enclosing a current
vita. dissertation abstract. and copies of my most recent teaching evaluations, and I have
asked the Placement Center to send vou my dossier with transcripts and letters of
recommendation.

My degree is in English. particularly composition studies and composition pedagogy, but
my teaching experience includes twelve vears in public secondary schools as well as
seven years' experience at the college and university level. I have taught freshman
composition, basic writing (CAI), scientific and technical writing, advanced composition.
introduction to literature, and Western world literature at the undergraduate level. Ihave
secondary interest and expertise in sociolinguistics and young adult literature. My
philosophy of teaching and learning is influenced a good deal by my work as a student at
the Bread Loaf School of English; its primary focus is a positive commitment to the
development of student autonomy through collaborative practice and shared classroom
authority.

Research and publication interests focus on composition theory and pedagogy; I have
presented/published work on social constructionism and expressionism, portfolio
assessment, and the development of academic register. Forthceming presentations and
articles, spawned both by dissertation research and personal interest, include a 1995
CCCC forum on byperfluency and student acquisition of academic discourse and an
essay related to teacher preparation in the NCTE-CEL publication Great Beginnings:
Designs for Beginning Teachers. 1 have also submitted my dissertation manuscript to the
1995 Outstanding Dissertation Award competition (CCCC).

Thank you for your consideration of my file: I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely.

Maureen Neal

. BESTCOPY AVAILABLE :
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Maureen Neal
1441 Patterson Rd. #203
Grand Junction CO 81501

/ opportunity/affirmative action institution; minorities, women, persons
N

Northern Arizona University, Box 6032
Dep't. of English  Flagstaff, AZ 86011 5355

Assistant or Associate Professor of English, Fail, 1995. Eamed doctorate
in English education/related area. Experience in supervision, teacher
preparation, and at least two years teaching grades 7-12 or
equivalent required. Evidence of scholarship. Evidence of assuming
leadership role in secondary education in humanities preferred. Send
application letter, CV, and names, addresses, and phone numbers of
five references to Dr. James Fitzmaurice, Chair,English Education Search
Committee. Northern Arizona University is a committed equal

with disabilities, and veterans are encouraged to apply.

— = - -

Please accept my application for the assistant professor. tenure-track position in English
education advertised in the October MLA Job Information List. I'm enclosing a current
vita (references are listed on the last page) and a dissertation abstract. My degree (Texas
A&M 1994) is in English, with an emphasis in composition and rhetoric.

My teaching experience, which is the strongest aspect of my candidacy, includes twelve
years in public secondary schools as well as seven years' experience at the college and
university level. T have taught freshman composition, basic writing (CAI), scientific and
technical writing, advanced composition, introduction to literature. and Western world
literature at the undergraduate level. I have secondary interests and expertise in
sociolinguistics and English education.

Research and publication interests focus on composition theory and pedagogy; I have
presented/published work on social constructionism and expressionism, portfolio
assessment, and the development of academic register. Forthcoming presentations and
articles, spawned by both dissertation research and personal interests, include a 1995
CCCC forum on hyperfluency and student acquisition of academic discourse and an
essay related to teacher preparation, which will appear in the NCTE-CEL publication
Great Beginnings: Designs for Beginning Teachers. I have also submitted my
dissertation manuscript to the 1995 Outstanding Dissertation Award competition
(CCCQ).

I'm especially interested in Northern Arizona's vacancy because I am interested in teacher
preparation for Native American populations and because the Bread Loaf School of
English has generated significant interest in Arizona's public secondary school teachers. I
would also like to live and work in an area of the country which is close to my home state
of Colorado. I spent my graduate career in south central Texas and would like to be in a
place where, in contrast to that part of the country, there are few fleas, four seasons, and
no fire ants.

Thank you for your consideration of my file; I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Maureen Neal

®
BEST COPY AVAILABLE 10



"12oTdws 3axg 3I9A/VV/0T/VAV 4661 ‘1T 1aquaaop
£q paaTad91 aq 3snu suotrledyrdde a3a1dwo) L1L6S IW ‘urwazog
‘A3TS13ATUN 23B3Q BUBJUOW ‘YsSTT3ujy jo juawiaedaq ‘Peay ‘aauaqeg
BUYBT'] 10SS3J01d 03 UOTIIBPUIWWOIDI 30TS13339T 3Jua1and s91y3 a0

191SSOp pue ‘e3TA ‘uorjesrrdde jo 193337 puag ‘paiynbax ose
Yo21easaa1 pue Juryoseai urg 9OU2TT20x? 103 TeTI3uajod 10 ERLEY S ER) &)
3O 20uapray paarnbaa €9T1033yx pue uor3Tsodwod Ul unijezy
R R TIgioods Wi ‘ausmiutodde jo s32p 4q ysyrSug ur cqrug  -weagoxd
S . 3ur3iTam uewysaiy jo u3Tsapax ay3 ur 3sysse pue ‘193jua) Jurjtapy
9yl 3sTtAladns ¢sasinod w:ﬂuﬁusxﬁwumeﬂua :ummﬁ.mmmaﬁamwuumuw

03 uor3ysodwod ur 10Ss52301d BIET5055E 10 IURISTSS® OB13 ainus]

**************************************************x******x******* ﬁ.m
mﬁw L "194ko1dwa 3aig I2A/VV/03/VAV %661 ‘17 19qumaaopy £q paaTadax aq
. isnu. suorjedrrdde ajatduwo) "L1L6S 1IN ‘uewazog ‘A31sisatup ?31e3g
BUBJUON ‘YSTIT3ug Jo juswizedaq ‘Peaq ‘i1suaqeg euyerq 10ssajoayg

03 UOTIEpPUAWUWOIDI JO SI933I9] IJUaIIND 99143 JO 19TSSOp pue ‘e3TA
‘uoriedrrdde jyo 193397 PUas °paarnbax prar3y yoaeasaz ur £1o09y3
3U311nd 3Jo a3patmouy * (uedyiowmy PATIBN puB TEOTTqIg 03 [EDISSETd
wox3) AL3oToyikp (Z -sonssy 1apuag 10/pue ‘3de1 ‘TERIUAWUOITA

AHV —-Ud UT 3S3I33uT Y3lim ‘31S3aM uedTaamy 24yl Jo aanjeaa3Ilq] (1 :8ug
—MOTTOF 3yl jo auo ur asyzaadxe ATaeToyos ‘paarnbax yod1easax pue

duryoseaz ur 9OUdTT3dx?d 103 Terjuajod 10 dOUdTT20X? JO 2J2UIPIAD
pue ‘juawjurodde jo ajep £q ys178uy ut *d'4yd -eaae L3Teroads
Uy sasinod Pue ‘uor3rsodwos ¢‘sasinod 9INJeI93TT TBUOTITIpPERI]

S HU9E3L G661 TTBF 3I1BIS 03 10SS2joid JUB)ISTSS® OB13 PinUS]
oLy 3

‘ L1L6S IKW uewazog Ys¥13ug

@ NS euejuoy

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

E\.



Maureen Neal
1441 Patterson Rd. #203
Grand Junction CO 81501

Professor . . . Head
Department of Enghsh
Montana State University

“Bozeman MT 59717 @
31 October 1994

Dear Professor

Please accept my application for the assistant professor, tenure-track position in
composition advertised in the October ML A Job [nformation List. I'm enclosing a
current vita, dissertation abstract, and copies of my most recent student evaluations, and I
have asked the Placement Center to send you my dossier with transcripts and letters of
recommendation.

My teaching experience includes twelve years in public secondary schools as well as
seven years' experience at the college and university level. I have taught freshman
composition, basic writing (CAI), scientific and technical writing, advanced composition,
introduction to literature, and Western world literature at the undergraduate level and
have designed courses in rhetoric and composition (contemporary theory and classroom
practice; assessment and evaluation; research methodologies in composition studies) for
use at the graduate level. I have secondary interests and expertise in sociolinguistics and
English education. My philosophy of teaching and learning is influenced a good deal by
my work as a student at the Bread Loaf School of English; its primary focus is a positive
commitment to the development of student autonomy through collaborative practice and
shared classroom authority.

Research and publication interests focus on contemporary composition theory and
pedagogy; I have presented/published work on social constructionism and e\:pressmmsm
portfolio assessment, and the development of academic register. Forthcoming
presentations and amcles spawned both by dissertation research and pelsonal interest,
include a 1995 CCCC forum on hyperfluency and student acquisition of academic
discourse and an essay related to teacher preparation in the NCTE-CEL publication Great
Beginnings: Designs for Beginning Teachers. 1have also submitted my dissertation
manuscript to the 1995 Outstanding Dissertation Award competition (CCCC).

I'm especially interested in Montana State University because I spent my graduate career
in south central Texas, and I would like to live and work in a place where, in contrast to
that environment, there agé few(er) fleas, four seasons, and no fire ants. Montana is also
close to my home state of Colorado in spirit and climate, and I find that attractive. I'm
also interested in creative writing and literature of the American West--one of my favorite
novels, The Big Sky, is set in Montana, and if I had a choice, I would like to live and
breathe in this part of the country.

Thank you for your consideration of my file; I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Maureen Neal @

L3 AEST COPY AVAILABLE



Maureen Neal
1441 Patterson Rd. #203
Grand Juuction CO 81501

Fort Lewis C
English  Durango CO 81301
E Compotition: Generatist in Compotiuon and Rhetoric, preferably with Engtish Ed background.
Assisarx Professor, enure-rack 0 begia in August 1995, Ph.DJABD required. Twelve-hour
Advanced Ce iton, courses in English ioa, Candidate should have scaching expericace

5308

weed be comei in education, Fort Lewis College is an Affinmative
Action, Equal O ity Empt ‘Womca and minoriGes cspecially urged o apply. Send

ressmé, ipa, th leners of Gon and statement of educations)
H w0 Larry Qair, English Fort Lewis College. 1000 Rim Drive,
Duningo, Colorado 81301-3999. Deadline for applicutions. January 6, 1995. .

Dear Professor Hartsfield:

‘ Please accept my application for the assistant professor, tenure-track position in
composition and English education advertised in the October MLA Job Information List.
I'm enclosing a curr: ent vita and statement of educational plulosophv and I have asked the
Piacement Center to send vou my dossier with transcripts and ietters of recommendation.
I have also enclosed a Sample syllabus, writing assignment, and teaching evaluation fora
recently-completed advanced composmou course.

My teaching experience includes twelve years in public secondary schools as well as
seven years' experience at the college and university level. I have taught freshman
composition, basic writing (CAI), scientific and technical writing, advanced composition,
introduction to literature, “and Western world literature at the undergraduate level. I have
a secondary interest in sociolinguistics and expertise (through teachmo experience) in
adolescent literature. My philosophy of teaching and learning is influenced a good deal
by my work as a student at the Bread Loaf School of English; its primary focus is a
positive commitment to the development of student autonomy through collaborative
practice and shared classroom authority.

Research and publication interests focus on composition theory and pedagogy; I have
presented/published work on social constructionism and expressionism, portfolio
assessment, and the development of academic register. Forthcoming presentations and
articles, spawned both by dissertation research and personal mterest include a 1995
CCCC forum on hyperfluency and student acquisition of academic discourse and an
essay related to teacher preparation in the NCTE-CEL publication Great Beginnings:
Designs for Beginning Teachers. I have also submitted my dissertation manuscript to the
1995 Outstanding Dissertation Award competition (CCCC).

I'm especially interested in Fort Lewis because the job description emphasizes teaching,
which is the strongest aspect of my candidacy. In addition, I am a native of Durango and
after a 25-year qbsence I would like to go home again. I remember writing to Red Bird
about ten years ago, when he was chair of the En°llsh Department and I was a high

~ school Ellollsh teacher in Pagosa Springs. At the time, I asked him for a job teaclnng
composition; I was opel“mno under the naive assumption that all I needed to teach at the
college level was a master's degree and a lot of energy and enthusiasm. He told me,
jokingly, that I should check back when I had finished my Ph.D. degree. Solam
checking back, as he suggested, and I would very much like to live and breathe in
Durango again.

Thank you for your consideration of my file; I ook forward to hearing from you.

@

Sincerely.

BEéT COPY AVAILABLE

Maureen Neal

i4




I8NV AJ0D 1S38

$nqv) hs 3)dwmwg
Sme VA

S AL
i/ &ﬁ

A -

-~

3\»

Ss5al, -Sz138b ¥M 3_2@3%\@

i Gmppl
194 9 NHIL

+raisqy 5@
vl 1A Vyirvysay

= 1A
HoAH353 |

‘Yo g

5.\9 15_&&%

110 9% N,\ Jstr1d
24609 %04

Ty = s
IMW\QM\\ vrm.L:,v.\/m\\N_

sapom “smal) youa 4 Yy Y

| K
A N T resn

(ow /52 h)
A21850(]

+372va vy

w Joo T

Li0g) Yo ‘LY




LYNDON STATE COLLEGE

Lyndonviile, Vermont 05851

December 2, 1994

Dr. Maureen Neal

3
Dear Dr. Neal:

Thank you for your resume and letter in connection with the tenure-
track English Education teaching position in the English Department at
Lyndon State College. I will keep you advised as the search process
progresses.

Lyndon State College is very proud of its strong teaching faculty and
the regional students we serve. The campus and Northeast Kingdom of
Vermont are beautiful and I am pleased you have an interest in joining
us.

Sincerely,

Dean of Academic Affairs
Enc. Non-Discrimination, Equal Opportunity and

Affirmative-~Action Statement
Position description

17
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TEXAS WOMAN'S
UNIVERSITY

DENTON/DALLAS/HOUSTON

DEPARTMENT OF
ENGLISH, SPEECH, AND
FOREIGN ILANGUAGES
P.O. Box 23972

Denton, TX 76204-1972
Phone: 817/898-2324

December, 1994

Déar Candidate:

We have received your letter concerning the position in the Department of
English, Speech, & Foreign Languages. The Search Committee will begin to
review all candidates in _January. We shall keep you informed. Enclosed
please find the PRE-EMPLOYMENT AFFIRMATIVE ACTION DATA form. Please
return this form to the Office of Vice President for Academic Affairs, Box
22965, TWU Station, Denton, TX 76204.

Thank you for your interest in our department.

Sincerely yours,
Chair

E MC A Comprehensive Public University Primarily for Women
JArunr Provided by ERIC

Au Equal Opportunityl Afficmative Action Employer



ENGLISH AND JOURNALISM

124 SIMPKINS HALL
900 W. ADAMmS ST.
Macowms, IL 61455-1396

309/298-1103

December 13, 1994

Dear Dr. Neal:

In response to our notice we have received nearly 350 applications for the
positions described in the October JIL. It has been rather daunting to read about the
significant accomplishments and capabilities of so many applicants, and the prospect of
trying to squeeze this richness into a select few to be interviewed at MLA has proved all
too daunting. As a result, I have decided to postpone the interviewing of applicants for
the position in composition/literacy until the CCCC meeting, March 23-25, in
Washington, D.C. Finalists will be brought to campus soon thereafter to meet the
faculty. B -

Because of this important change in plans, I must ask you to notify me if you
remain interested in being considered and (ideally) if you plan to attend the CCCC
meeting. I am of course aware that you may be uncertain at present whether or not you
will be going to Washington. In that case, would you let me know as soon as your travel
plans are finalized? :

I do regret any trouble this change may bring you but hope you will agree with
me that the delay will repay the trouble by allowing much more time for these
interviews. In any event, let me take this opportunity to wish you well and thank you for
your interest in Western Illinois University.

Sincerely,

<
-

Department Chairperson

®
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'The University of Kansas

Department of English 20 December 1994

Maureen Neal

Xt

Dear Ms. Neal:
We have completed our second level of screening for our Assistant Professor position and
wish to inform you that you are not at present one of those whom we will interview in San

Diego at the Modern Language Association convention. However, in a large and strong pool
of applicants your application was rated highly.

It is possible that we might return to your application in the near future. We very much
appreciate your interest in our position and wish you well in your job search this year.

On behalf of the Search Committee,

Yours sincerely,

o

Administrative Assistant to the Chair

®
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NORTHERN ARIZONA UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

December 12, 1994

Dr. Manreen Neal

. 4. . I AR

Coaciion, OO0 S
Dear Dr. Neal:

Iam sorry to report that your application is no longer being considered for the English Education
position at Northern Arizona University.

We appreciate your having shown an interest.
For the English Education Search Committee, I remain

Yours,

Professor

®

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Schedule for Campus Visit:
Literary Criticism and Theory

Thursday, 2/27 Arrival at airport, 10:10 a.m. (United

7568) : R

Check in at Hilton

Dinner, 6 p.m.: diteiiateunn

R
Friday, 2/28 Hilton pick-up, 7:30 a.m.: "N

P

Breakfast, College Center, 7:30-8:45:

¢ RSN
Talk with Dr. ) (Dean, HSS),
9:00
Talk with Dr. . - (VPAA), 10:00

) Campus tour, 10:30

Lunch, 11:00-12:00 (Bacon Room) :
English majors

break; class prep time

ENGL 478, sample class, 1:00-1:50
(Houston 200)

Talk with Dr. . " (dept.
chair), 2:00

Talk with ’ (Human Resources),
2:30

break; meet informally with faculty

Meet with search committee {LHH 302),
3:30 '

Return to Hilton (% ) ; dinner
on his own

Saturday, 3/1 Breakfast on his own
Area tour, lunch:
Dinner on his own

Sunday, 3/2 Breakfast on his own
Shuttle to airport from Hilton ( '
departs )

®
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